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Dear Friends, Family, and Sponsors, 

On behalf of the Miss New Bedford Scholarship Foundation, I’d like to welcome you all 
here today as we get ready to crown our 73rd Miss New Bedford and 16th Miss New  
Bedford’s Teen. We have many new families joining us and first-time contestants  
participating this year and for that we are incredibly grateful to you, for choosing our  
organization to begin your MAO journey. 

 

The continued support we receive from long-standing sponsors, patrons, community  
partners, and forever Miss New Bedfords and Miss New Bedford’s Teens is truly  
remarkable. The City of New Bedford wholeheartedly supports our program and its  
mission to provide scholarships and  community involvement opportunities for our  
titleholders. You make our titleholders feel like Miss America! 

 

To our MNB 2026, Dolly Mendes, we thank you for the work you have done in the commu-
nity with your Next Gen Navigators initiative. We know how special this title was for you 
and you shined in the community in this role. To Addison Kohler, MNBTeen ’26, thank you 
for the work you have done in supporting our pediatric patients here at St. Luke’s Hospital 
and at Boston Children’s Hospital. You have worked incredibly hard this year. You made us 
proud when you placed 2nd RU to Miss Massachusetts’ Teen this past June. We wish you 
both all the best and you are forever a part of our MNB family!   

  

A special thank you to our titleholders’ families, Maria Mendes and Greg & Tara Kohler  for 
all you have done this year for our organization and for your daughters’ success. We 
couldn’t have done this year without you, nor would we have wanted to!  

   

To the parents and family members of each of our contestants, these young women are 
remarkable and have been an absolute joy to work with. Cheer loudly and proudly for 
them. Thank you to all our Little Sister families for joining us this year and for taking the 
first step into learning all about Miss America.  We know they will be absolutely adorable 
on stage! 

 

And finally, to my amazing MNB board, you have my utmost respect, love, and admiration 
for all you do throughout the year to make this program a shining example of what is  
possible when we all work together toward a common goal.  

  

With Peace & Love 
Donna Wirzburger, MNB’81 
Local Director 
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COMPETITION JUDGES 

Forever  
Miss New Bedford’s  Teens 

Helena DaSilva Hughes 
New Bedford, MA 

Julie Duggan 
Dartmouth, MA 
Sandra Ford 
Westport, MA 

Gretchen French 
Yarmouth, ME 
Celia Stafford 

Boston, MA 

Michelle Arden 
Somerset, MA 

Toni Gendreau-Contois 
New Bedford, MA 
Christine Morse 

Whitman, MA 
Ryan Pereira 

New Bedford, MA 
Justina Perry 

New Bedford, MA 

Addison Kohler (2026) 

Bree LeFavor (2025) 

Layla Johnson (2024) 

Jaime St. Onge (2023) 

Hannah Lima (2022) 

Ericka Correia (2020) 

JulieƩe Simmons (2019) 

Tori Kalisz (2018) 

Jordan St. Onge (2017) 

Alyssa Maitoza (2016) 

Meighread Dandeneau (2015) 

Olivia Marques (2014) 

Megan Sylvia (2013) 

Amy DeSilva (2012) 

Kelsey DeGouveia (2011) 

Auditors: Kyle Francouer, Kathy Pringle (MNB 1990) 
Judges Chairperson (Miss): Sandra Bowles, Kathy Pringle (MNB 1990) 

Judges Chairperson (Teen): Laurie Martins (MNB 1985)  
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TM 

TM 

SHOW ORDER 
 

Opening Number 

Introduction of Emcees 

 Donna Wirzburger & New Bedford City Councilor at Large Shane Burgo 

Teen Candidates - Onstage Conversation 

Miss Candidates - Onstage Conversation 

Introduction of Judges for Teen Competition 

Teen Candidates - Health & Fitness Competition 

Performance  - Dolly Mendes, Miss New Bedford 2026 

Miss Candidates -Talent/HERStory   Competition 

Introduction of Judges for Miss Competition 

Miss Candidates - Health & Fitness Competition 

Performance  - Addison Kohler, Miss New Bedford’s Teen 2026 

Teen Candidates - Talent/HERStory  Competition 

Miss New Bedford Troupe 

Intermission 

Teen Candidates - Evening Gown Competition 

New Bedford’s Little Stars Production Number (with Miss New Bedford’s Teen candidates) 

Miss Candidates - Evening Gown Competition 

Introduction of Visiting Queens 

Farewell Presentation  - Addison Kohler, Miss New Bedford’s Teen 2026 

Reprise Teen Opening  

Miss NB’s Teen 2027 Awards and Crowning 

Farewell Presentation  - Dolly Mendes, Miss New Bedford 2026 

Reprise Miss Opening  

Miss New Bedford 2027 Awards and Crowning 
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1989 Sharon Manley 
1988 Nora Crowley 
1987 Sharon Arruda 
1986 Marlene Nunes  
1985 Laurie Martins 
1984 Linda Mercer 
1983 Lisa Jason 
1982 Jacqueline Paquin 
1981 Donna Ramos 
1980 E. Ronaleen Ethier 
1979 Andrea DaCruz  
1978 Joanne Bedard  
1977 Claudette Bouchard  
1976 Barbara Matson  
1975 Pauline Rousseau 
1974 Deborah Sands 
1973 Nina Fulton 
1972 Cheryl Amaral 
1971 Vanessa Linkiewicz 
1970 Roberta Godber 
1969 Donna Severino  
1968 Claudia Cormier 
1967 Cynthia DeMatos 
1966 Maria Baptista 
1965 Mabel Bendiksen 
1964 JoAnn Balestracci  
1963 Carol Tripp 
1962 Karen Behn 
1961 Nona Smith 
1960 Elaine Stenning 
1959 Lynne Green 
1958 Vivian White 
1957 Sandra Rocha 
1956 Carole Adams 
1955 Valerie Fauteaux 
1954 Judith Drake 

Fਮ਱ਤਵਤ਱ 
Mਨਲਲ Nਤਸ਼ Bਤਣਥਮ਱ਣਲ 

2026 Dolly Mendes 
2025 Ashley Clark 
2024 Emma Gendreau 
2023 Tori Kalisz 
2022 Megan Sylvia 
2020 Alyssa Maitoza 
2019 Meighread Dandeneau 
2018 Sara Achorn 
2017 Olivia Marques 
2016 Kristen Rose 
2015 Joclyne Nunes 
2014 Jillian Zucco 
2013 Janelle Guenette 
2012 Marlena Johnson 
2011 Taylor Kinzler 
2010 Ashley Hebert 
2009 Ashley Bendiksen 
2008 Marissa Louro 
2007 Chantelle Pavao 
2006 Beth LeBlanc 
2005 Valerie Amaral 
2004 Katie Boyd 
2003 Jessica Samson 
2002 Toni Gendreau 
2001 Karen Faxon 
2000 Tiffany DeBrito 
1999 Michelle Neves 
1998 Melanie Correia 
1997 Kari Pina  
1996 Jennifer St. Laurent  
1995 Misti Michael  
1994 Anita Bailey  
1993 Melissa Andresen  
1992 Lisa Desroches 
1991 Cheryl Bigos 
1990 Kathleen Santos  
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Jaime St. Onge 
The Be.YOU.tiful Campaign 

Junior at Stonehill College 
Age: 20 

College Major: Health Science 
Talent: Jazz Dance  

     
 

2027 Candidates 

Lilian Rankin 
Still Me: Autoimmunity Changed My Path, Not My 
Purpose 
Sophomore at University of  
Massachusetts Dartmouth 
Age: 19 
College Major: Psychology 
Talent: Irish Step Dance 

Sadie Pires 
Mind & Motion: Move Your Body.  

Nourish Your Mind 
Graduate of Sacred Heart University 

Age: 21 
College Major: Media Arts 

Talent: Vocal 

Layla Johnson 
The Mindset Movement—Ending the Mental 
Health Stigma 
Freshman at Curry College 
Age: 18 
College Major: Nursing 
Talent: HERStory  

TM 
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Deborah Ferreira Urbano 
Dollars & Diplomas 
Sophomore at Northeastern  
University 
Age: 19 
College Major: Marketing 
Talent: HERStory 

Kieyana Fleming 
The Confidence in Progress 

Project 
Sophomore at University of  
Massachusetts Dartmouth 

Age: 22 
College Major: Communications 

Talent: Tenor Saxophone 

Juliette Simmons 
The HumanKind of Movement: 
Creating Pathways to Preventative 
Health 
Second-Year Doctoral Student at 
Boston University 
Age: 24 
College Major: Physical Therapy 
Talent: Jazz Dance 

Avery Barbosa 
The Ounce of Hope Initiative 
Senior at Dartmouth High School 
Age: 18 
College Major: N/A 
Talent: Vocal 

2027 Candidates 
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2027 Candidates 

Serenitie-Love 
Truehart 

Maiya Arsanios 

Sydney St. Onge 

Elyza Wagner 

Madisyn Besse Emmalyn Pereira 
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Gia Arruda Lee’yah Nunes Wynn Lilliana Rodrigues 

Olivia Charest 

2027 Candidates 

Abiageal Murphy 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 
$1,000 scholarship…………………………………………………..……...Laurie Martins (MNB ’85)  
                                                                                             Bob Quirk in Memory of Linda Quirk 
$250 sponsorship to Miss MA’s Teen  ....…………………………..…………...…………..MNBSFI 
Color/Style Analysis…… ………………………………….......My Authentic Colors, Mac Carvalho 
Custom Crystal Earrings & Special Gift...………………………………………......... DRE Designs 
Final Portrait Photoshoot ………………………………………..……….Andrew Gallagher Studios 
Floral Presentation Bouquet…………………………………………………..…....…Touch of Grace 
Hair Care…………………………..………………………………....…The Hair Group, Linda Lopes 
Official Miss America’s Teen Crown Box & Pin……………………….Ericka Correia (MNBT ‘20), 
                           Tori Kalisz (MNBT ‘18), Bree LeFavor (MNBT ‘25), Hannah Lima (MNBT ‘22), 
                                                             Layla Johnson (MNBT ‘24), Alyssa Maitoza (MNBT ‘20), 
                                               Olivia Marques-Smith (MNBT ‘14), Juliette Simmons (MNBT ‘19), 
                Jaime St. Onge (MNBT ‘23), Jordan St. Onge (MNBT ‘17), Megan Sylvia (MNBT ‘13) 
Official Miss America’s Teen Crown and Sash …………………………………..…………MNBSFI 
Official State Pageant Headshot Photographs.………………………………….….. Kelsey Garcia 
Parade Car Magnets………………………………………………………………..... Savage Printing 
Production Photography Photos…..………………………………………………....Margaret Taylor 
Purchase Discount………………………….…………………………………….…….Fatima’s Bridal 
Purchase Discount…………………………………………………………..……Margaret’s Boutique 
Tanning Package …………….………..…..….………………………………......Sunkissed Tanning 
Teeth Whitening…………………………..……....………………………………..…. Harelick Dental 
Titleholder Jacket ……….…...…………………………..………………………………….…MNBSFI 
Tote Bag……………………………………………………………………………………..…. MNBSFI 
FIRST RUNNER UP 
$350 Scholarship / Floral Bouquet ……..……..……………………….....MNBSFI/Touch of Grace 
SECOND RUNNER UP 
$250 Scholarship / Floral Bouquet …………..……………………...….…MNBSFI/Touch of Grace 
THIRD RUNNER UP 
$200 Scholarship / Floral Bouquet ….....…………………………..…..... MNBSFI/Touch of Grace 
FOURTH RUNNER UP 
$150 Scholarship / Floral Bouquet .…………………………………....... MNBSFI/Touch of Grace 
Interview Award 
$100 scholarship …….………………………..……..…………………. Ashley Santiago (MNB ‘10) 
Non-Finalist Talent Winner 
$100 Scholarship………………………………………………..………….……...Cheryl McCormack 
On Stage Question Award 
$100 Scholarship………………..….………………………………………………..…….Linda Morad 
 
Committee Award 
$100 Scholarship…………………………………………………………………. Cheryl McCormack 
Leadership Award 
$100 Scholarship ………………………………………………………..Addison Kohler (MNBT ‘26) 
Lucem Diffundo Scholarship 
$100 Scholarship …...……………………………………………………………..….Cameron Costa 
Scholastic Achievement Award 
$100 Scholarship …..……………………………………………………… ……..…..Sandra Bowles 
Spirit of Outstanding Teen Award 
$100 Scholarship …………...……………………………....................................Donna Wirzburger 
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$3,500 Scholarship Package…………………………………….....................................MNBSFI 
                                                                                               On Stage Theatrical Productions 
Brow Care…………………………………………….………... The Skin Society; Ariana Bedoya 
Color/Style Analysis…… ……………………………….…...My Authentic Colors; Mac Carvalho 
Custom Crystal Earrings & Special Gift...……………............ DRE Designs; Dawn Eger-Rizzo 
Final Portrait Photoshoot ………………………………..…………….Andrew Gallagher Studios 
Floral Presentation Bouquet……………………………………...…Potting Bench Florist & Gifts 
Gift Certificate…………………………………………..…Cozy Crib Nail Salon; Maritza Almeida 
Gift Certificate……………………………………….Lula Roe—Rock the Roe with Amy Furtado 
Hair Care……………………….……………………………….…....The Hair Group; Linda Lopes 
Makeup Services………………………………...….. Steph’s Glam Lab; Stephanie Nascimento 
Official MAO Crown …… ………………………..……Melanie Hannack MacDonald (MNB ‘98) 
Official MAO Crown Box  ………. ………………………………………..Lisa Tenczar (MNB ‘83) 
Official MAO Crown Pin ………………………………………………..... Ashley Clark (MNB ‘25) 
Official MAO Sash …………………….…….. Marlene Kalisz (MNB ‘86), Tori Kalisz (MNB ‘23) 
Official State Pageant Headshot Photographs…….….. K. Garcia Productions; Kelsey Garcia 
Personal Training……………………………………………………………….. ...Boutique Fitness 
Parade Car Magnets………………………………………………………...… Savage Advertising 
Production Photography Photos…..………………………………………….…...Margaret Taylor 
Purchase Discount………………………….……………………………….……….Fatima’s Bridal 
Purchase Discount………………………………………………………..……Margaret’s Boutique 
Reflexology…………………………………...…Blissfully Balanced Reflexology; Sue Gendreau 
Skin Care…………………………………………………………………….……Gloria & Company 
Sunglasses……………………………………………..………………..…..Beth Methia (MNB ‘06) 
Tanning Package…….…………………………………………………….……Sunkissed Tanning 
Teeth Whitening…………………………..……....……………………………..…. Harelick Dental 
Titleholder Jacket…….…..………………………………………………………….………MNBSFI 
Tote Bag…………………..……………………….…………………………………….…...MNBSFI 
FIRST RUNNER UP 
$750 Scholarship / Floral Bouquet …................................................. MNBSFI/ Potting Bench 
SECOND RUNNER UP 
$500 Scholarship / Floral Bouquet ……...………………………………MNBSFI/ Potting Bench 
THIRD RUNNER UP 
$300 Scholarship / Floral bouquet……………………………………..………...… Potting Bench 
                        Alyssa Maitoza (MNB ‘20), Janelle Mayo (MNB ‘13), Megan Sylvia (MNB ‘22) 
Interview Award 
$200 scholarship …...……………………….………………..… Marissa Louro Henry (MNB ‘08) 
 
One Moment, One Message Award 
$100 Scholarship ……...……….. ………………………………..….…..Dolly Mendes (MNB ‘26) 
Joy & Kindness Award 
$200 Scholarship ………………………………………………………… Lisa Tenczar (MNB ‘83) 
Dale A. Souza Memorial Congeniality Award 
$100 Scholarship…....…………………………………………….…...Ashley Santiago (MNB ‘10) 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 
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Program Credits 

Director………............................................................................Donna Wirzburger (MNB ‘81) 
Chairperson................................................................................Ashley Bendiksen (MNB ‘09) 
Teen Directors.........................................Cheryl McCormack & Donna Wirzburger (MNB ‘81) 
 
Miss New Bedford Board...................Meg Aguiar, Ashley Bendiksen (MNB ‘09), Sandra Bowles, 
                        Mark Fuller, Marlene Kalisz (MNB ‘86), Michael Kalisz, Liz Louro, Jodie Maitoza, 
                                        Laurie Martins (MNB ‘85), Cheryl McCormack, Beth Methia (MNB ‘06), 
                                                                     Joclyne Nunes (MNB ‘15), Kathy Pringle (MNB ‘90), 
                                                           Ashley Santiago (MNB ‘10), Donna Wirzburger (MNB ‘81) 

Business Managers…………………………………………………..……..…...Jodie Maitoza - Teen             
                                            Kathy Pringle (MNB ‘90), Donna Wirzburger (MNB ’81) - Miss 
Backstage Stylists……………..……………………..…Meg Aguiar, Joclyne Nunes, @JOCALU18 
Candidate/Crew Lunch Coordinator……..……………………..…...Bob Bromley, Paula Mahmoud 
Choreographer...........................................................................................Beth Methia (MNB ‘06) 
Contestant Coordinators…………………………...………..Meg Aguiar, Joclyne Nunes (MNB ‘15) 
Conventional Lighting ……………………………………………………….………..…. Shawn Elliott 
Intelligent Lighting…………………………….………………………………..…….. …..David Masse 
Interview Preparation Coordinator………………..……………………..Ashley Santiago (MNB ‘10) 
Judges’ Chairpersons.................................................................Laurie Martins (MNB ‘81) - Teen 
                                                                  Sandra Bowles, Kathy Pringle (MNB ‘90) - Miss 
Judges’ Lunches……………………….……………...……………………Jacquie Curran (MNB ‘82) 
Little Stars Program ……….…..……..….Lisa Tenczar (MNB ‘83) , Donna Wirzburger (MNB ‘81) 
Lobby Coordinator...................................................................................................Jodie Maitoza 
Miss New Bedford Troupe………...….Dolly Mendes ‘26, Ashley Clark ‘25, Emma Gendreau ‘24, 
                         Tori Kalisz ‘23, Megan Sylvia ‘22, Olivia Marques-Smith ‘17, Joclyne Nunes ‘15, 
                                                        Ashley Santiago ‘10, Ashley Bendiksen ‘09, Beth Methia ‘06, 
                                                                   Melanie Hannack MacDonald ‘98, Marlene Kalisz ‘86, 
                                                                                        Lisa Tenczar ‘83, Donna Wirzburger ‘81 
Pageant Day Photography....................................................................................Margaret Taylor 
Pageant Day Volunteers........................Terry Almeida, Joanne Carrier, Ashley Clark (MNB ‘25), 
                             Patrick DaSilva, Emma Gendreau (MNB ‘24), Sophia Harden, Tristen Harrop,   
                    Tori Kalisz (MNB ‘23, Bree LeFavor, Dian Nunes, Diane Setera, Gianna Silverinha,  
                                                               Ren Simmons, Miss Fall River & Miss Fall River’s Teen 
Producers…………………………………..……………...Marlene Kalisz (MNB ‘86), Michael Kalisz 
Program Book Layout & Typesetting.....................................................Marlene Kalisz (MNB ‘86) 
Stage Manager........................................................................................................Nathan Setera 
Technical Director/Audio Engineer…………………..……………....………………...Michael Kalisz 
Tickets………………………………………………………..…………..…Judith Lima, Jodie Maitoza 
Video Production…………………………………………………………………….Kalent Productions 
Website Hosting ……………………………………………………………Joanne Bedard (MNB ‘78) 
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Be the first to hear about special events, ways 
to volunteer, exciting updates, and open  
recruitment for next year's competitions!  

introducing... 

New Bedford’s Little Stars 

STAY INFORMED YEAR-ROUND!  

Rhea AbboƩ  
Braley Camara  
Aaliyah Carrier  
Henley DeCosta  
Madison Doyle  
Nova Duarte  
Reignon Hampton  
Mya Hernandez  
Sophie Jimenez  
Alaina Nunes Johnson  
Olivia Kaminski   
Eloise Larrivee  
Nova Leite  
Bella Medeiros  
Brielle Medina  
Brynn Methia  

Katherine McKay 
Teagan McMillian 
Zahara Miri 
Annabelle MorrisseƩe  
Dreya Ourique  
Makenna Pereira  
Monique Primo  
Averie Reyes  
Milani Rivera  
Harper Rock  
ScarleƩ SanƟago  
Harper Santos  
ScarleƩ Silvia  
Delilah Sousa  
ScarleƩ Webb  
Pearle Bastelli-Wilson  



14 



15 



16 



17 



18 

Proud to present Miss New Bedford and runners-up 
with floral bouquets. 
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Floral Sponsor of the  
Miss New Bedford’s Teen Pageant 

Proud to present Miss New Bedford’s Teen and  
runners-up with floral bouquets. 
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Pleased to provide a year of brow services to 
Miss New Bedford 2027! 
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Thank You To Kendra Gula and 
You’ve Got It Maid! 

Is pleased to provide a giŌ cerƟficate to  
Miss New Bedford 2027! 
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Thank you to Savage 
AdverƟsing for  

donaƟng parade car 
magnets for Miss 
New Bedford and 

Miss New Bedford’s 
Teen! 
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Providing a tanning package to  
Miss New Bedford 2027 

1320 Ashley Boulevard 
New Bedford, MA 
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Cheryl McCormack Academy of  Dance 
We Turn Out Dancers! 

Certified to teach  
dance by 

Proud to be New  
Bedford’s oldest  

established dance  
academy! 

Founded in 1965 
731 Tarkiln Hill Road   

New Bedford 
(508)998-1218 

Find us on Facebook! 
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Please be courteous to those around you! 
Do not hold up phones or tablets blocking the view of  others. 

Contact (508) 971-9564  

Professional videos and  
photos are 

available for purchase 

Margaret Scott Taylor 
Production Photographs 

Providing Miss New Bedford a  
photo package from  

the competition and crowning. 

Photos are available for purchase! 
(508) 264-0727 

We thank Margaret for her many years of  service! 

Miss New Bedford 2026 
Dolly Mendes 
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Meighread Dandeneau 
Miss New Bedford 2019 
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Rock the Roe  
with  

Amy Furtado 

Stylish, comfortable, and affordable clothing! 
 

hƩps://www.facebook.com/groups/ 
LuLaRoeRockTheRoeWithAmy 

lularoeamyfurtado@gmail.com 

Proud to offer Miss New Bedford  
a gift certificate for dry  

cleaning services. 
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Diverse  and contemporary collections  
Bridal, Bridesmaid, Mother of the Bride, Flower Girl,  

Prom, Quinceanera and Pageant Evening Wear 

53 Main Street 
Fairhaven, MA  
(508) 991-5523 
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Don’t miss our 2027 titleholders on air with  
WBSM at 7:00 a.m. 

and 
FUN 107 at 7:50 a.m. 

on Monday, October 5th! 
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Pleased to provide a custom color and style analysis for 
Miss New Bedford and Miss New Bedford’s Teen! 

2777 Acushnet Ave. Suite 4, New Bedford, MA, United States, 02745   

(774) 744-2333  info@myauthenƟccolors.com  

Helping individuals embrace their authenƟcity through 
the power of color, style, and personal development. 

 
Book Your ConsultaƟon 

www.myauthenƟccolors.com  

Proud to provide skin care services to  

Miss New Bedford 2027! 
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Ray’s Pizza 
2186 Acushnet Avenue 

New Bedford, MA 
(508) 998-3636 

Thank you for supplying the delicious pizza for 
our contestant and crew luncheon! 
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Our Thanks To  
The PROFILE TAVERN 

For SupporƟng Our Fundraising Efforts 



39 

Sponsor our 2027 event! More info at missnewbedford.org/sunsetcruise  

To Our Sunset Cruise Sponsors! 
Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who attended our  
sunset cruise and supported our raffles as we “sipped 

for scholarships!” All proceeds benefitted the Miss 
New Bedford Scholarship Fund. 

Kendra Gula Mike & Marlene Kalisz 

John & Judith Lima 

MNB SUPPORTER 
Sandra Ford 

Kim Sousa 


